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Entering Block A 2nd Floor Corridor turn right to SGH216

Story Collectors of Canada
Acrylic Paintings by Dez Quarrell

Charles Marius Barbeau, a pioneering anthropologist and academic, was one of
the first to propound the theory that the migrations of people can be tracked
through their oral stories. His initial research into the indigenous peoples of
Canada developed into life-long work collecting their stories, songs, customs,
and art. In 1985 he was recognized as a "person of national historic importance"
by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.
And, as if to verify the theory, Michel Meloche was a Quebecois raconteur who
would take the folktales of his European neighbours and relocate them to his
own village. He would tell these stories to friends and family who gathered in
the evenings in his kitchen. Some of his stories were rewritten by his greatgreat-niece, Natalie Savage Carlson, in her book The Talking Cat.
The paintings on display depict some of the stories collected by Marius Barbeau
and some of those recorded by Natalie Savage Carlson.
All the stories are available from www.mythstories.com/options.php on the
Canadian Stories dropdown menu. There is a copy of ‘The Talking Cat’ in the
bookcase in this room.

The Mythstories / Society for Storytelling Library is a
Reference Collection of books relating to Traditional Tales
You are welcome to find a chair and enjoy reading them, but please
do not remove them from the building, and if you could return them
to their original place in the bookcase after use we would be
extremely grateful. Thank you!

This bookcase in this room contains the following categories:South America, Central America, North America, West Indies

Walk back along the corridor to the entrance of SGH218
Tupan
A demon from the pantheon of the Tupinambas of the
Amazonian rain forest
Tupan is a demon who receives no worship and no prayers.
He is the demon of thunder and lightning, the youngest son
of the civilising hero Nanderevusu and his wife Nandecy.
On coming of age, Tupan was sent to live in the West. However, homesickness
and love for his mother meant Tupan frequently travelled back to visit her in the
East. He travelled through the sky in his boat of two birds, causing a storm,
with thunder and lightning and yet more rain. The black birds are considered to
be heralds of storms.
The story is thought to be social engineering, conditioning young boys who are
sent to live in neighbouring villages when they reach puberty not to return to
their home villages for fear of causing more rain.

Bufeo Colerado
A shape-shifting pink river dolphin who can transform
into a charming man in a white linen suit with a straw
boater to disguise his blow hole.
This traditional tale from the Orinoco / Amazon rain forest
region caused the near-extinction of pink river dolphins.
Hunters who found the dolphins stranded after river floods
assumed they were really Bufeo out to abduct the women of
their tribes. They clubbed the dolphins to death rather than
returning them to the rivers. Be careful what stories you tell!
Flood Stories of South America
This jigsaw of South America shows flood stories of the subcontinent. The phrases on the map are from stories told
along the valleys, mountain ridges or rivers where you can
see them. Most of these flood myths derive from a single
source story of a tree that was chopped down in anger
releasing water from its stump to flood the land. Trace how
the story changes as it flows. These tales were taken from
the Talk Origins Archive of Flood Stories from around the
World, Mark Isaak 1996-2002 –www.talkorigins.org/faqs/flood-myths.html

Turn right into SGH219

Three folk-tales from India
Acrylic paintings by Dez Quarrell
These three paintings depict folk tales with strong
story archetypes found the world over, demonstrating
the commonality of stories.
In Escape from the Garden a wife challenges her conceited and controlling
husband to go off to seek his fortune. He realises his skill is but one of many
and that true contentment is in his own home.
In Mouse Tiger an animal grows in size and confidence, but loses his respect for
others, which proves to be his undoing.
In King Bharata and the Fawn the King becomes a hermit in the forest, but
instead of devoting his life to piety becomes obsessed with a foundling fawn and
has to recommence his path of learning.

The Wondertale Maker

Created for Mythstories in 2016,
funded by Arts Council England.
Artist: Lucy Moxon
In 2016, while serving his apprenticeship at Mythstories, storyteller Jake Evans
was set the task to come up with an installation that would allow visitors to
Mythstories the chance to make their own tales following the structure of the
classic wondertale. He worked with artist Lucy Moxon to translate the formula of
traditional story openings, heroes, helpers, villains, dilemmas and ritual endings
into an exhibit that can be manipulated to help the story develop.
The resulting Wondertale Maker is a tree adorned with the different elements
that make up the classic archetype.
Start by chosing a story opening, and work your way clockwise around the tree
making your choices as you go, to create your own wondertale. The schematic
on the next page might be of help…

The Mythstories / Society for Storytelling Library is a
Reference Collection of books relating to Traditional Tales
You are welcome to find a chair and enjoy reading them, but please
do not remove them from the building, and if you could return them
to their original place in the bookcase after use we would be
extremely grateful. Thank you!

This bookcase in this room contains the following categories:Western Europe, Eastern Europe, Russia, Jewish, Scandinavia,
Northern Europe, Story Anthologies (part)

Now it’s back to the stairs and lift, and onwards and
upwards to the 3rd Floor.

